Medical superintendents of asylums have very closely adhered to the tables proposed by the Medico-Psychological Association, and the result is that these statistics are comparatively easy to follow and to understand. It is a great pity that some authorised system should not be adopted in preparing the annual reports. Here During 1888, the number of the registered insane in England and Wales increased by 1,697, and when the year closed there were known to exist in the country not fewer than 84,340 lunatics. The increase is 55 less than it was in 1887, but it is 287 higher than the average annual increase for the ten preceding years. As usual, the increase has been immensely greater among paupers than among private cases.
Association, and the result is that these statistics are comparatively easy to follow and to understand. It is a great pity that some authorised system should not be adopted in preparing the annual reports. Here With the passing into law of the County Government Bill of 1888, passed also from the hands of the county magistrates the administration of our county asylums, which for so many years they had managed with ability, kindness, and economy. Their duty to the patients and to the ratepayers was almost invariably performed in a right spirit, and whatever may happen under the new system, the insane and the public alike owe a debt of gratitude to the visiting justices, a debt which it is no exaggeration to say will not be easily paid.
